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are ſufficiento ſatisfic any reaſonable and unpre- 

Judiced-Man;. that alterations-in our-Liturgy 'are 

. not only, Lawfal, but;.Cig this-juoure] expedient. tao: 

Yeta late Famphier intituled: Yox-Clerz, gives me juſt 00» 

Re OR ARS 
 ligale Pleas an Var 

ſo Wiſk and Charitable an padertaking. Oi oa ei 


T he very Tiule, + viz, "Pax Cleri ; ; or, The Seals of rhe Chey, 
Gakeths þ Author both weak and: peeviſh; and the: Quotati- 
on. of Proy.2 FO an-! Title Page .t— Fear God, and the 


T = the two! tors © concerning —ths BR 


King, and. them that- are Jroew WE bees is at 
argument ex — this ways; 1] 45 4, 
'For hee ach is buſie Thing to do with the Senſe of the 
Ds, iflion hath he to-acquaint, the World 
?,The, "EE thing it ſelf, exrays the, Ay- 
bra jul ſpicion, as ſpeaking. Work: 9% Deliga.chan | 


| « *W/ - "1 ; 
' bi | "The 


But what” Corey doth te mean. : ? It muſt be mar the 


fo Ter the thre is falle; i 
7i0n; that there is nothing yes propoſed to ham, therefor e 
= have not. yet Voted in this matter, whence alone we 


Sia bob Airing nl old ihe Fir Clos 


or aff of the Clergy, in the City, as- well as elſe where, 
who muſt be allowed 6 bt mhoreicoafiderable than thoſe in 
a Country Neighbou 
theſe are 
ced by 
his Refle&1ons, p. 24- ſay, they have not ſeen any Pam- 
Phlets, or [Printed] Letters agatnit Alterations; but this 
re that they have = raven ones, elſe what need 
EE EL EL EET: 

of ry 

Senſe 7 IT, Men to be more. a Paſſion than a true Tudg- 
Adept; 30 7! 1G 2572 bOLILOATI3N007 7 15332. 1 093 9113 ng 

v7quy bn: davis vas felt of 300107: 

AT IG that" Seriptutey Sabo poke Hot Int fer 
Forhs add Ceremdiilts, which Bout Subje&t;, but of fab 
fantial Duties” to God and the King 5-v i affects this 
Texitherhati niort chad hoſt 2whitni; He"! "that te 
makes itdhis Paſha, Þ. ::4.-Wi ini! F'ck On 
His Majeſty's Comanton 12 therefore hid aPplibition' of t 
is but an abſurd wreſting of the Sacred Text. It is true, 
X:hath bee ſontetimes' uſed this "way, font the” general 
foree dRti-ſignificatiofh of thewerd; whichyet fpeaks more 
of Phan that] uzdmenty Vat oughthot by a fotthal Qub- 
* Etion;) For" Sim fiorts the ſenſe the" xithoruRts If in, t6 

be the ſenſe of the Holy Per-itane. bb 


i A6cording' to this the Kſthbe muſt bedf''no 'Chiirch * in 
the Work;: for wheve-is the' 'Holy- Sand Ove Vale gh 
Whe&e are "Deacontfles; bowed with4! 
 Bevoftibirſes BY Paptifin, 'd9'thy ice Diptt#y. An hes Fr 
Where is the. Water. m with the Sacramental (ie 
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tleman with vanity enough wept ot” ro'me 
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allows of farther changes fill HL - pee” tots 00 ee 
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Anſw.1, The Author is Is kinofr to W Hidhfelf 2 wir 
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WW IS ent; up to. this Convocation 3, clfe 
Oh Is pelo ri iq Rake 
; ysS.2 
Ted Coico dep bs it: Us RE few: theſe men- re- 


quired two things in order to ſuc ch condeſ ntions, vis. 


1. ThatD 
Ps LATERY. $4 R a 


Bs requiſh vit ? p. 2, Fla ty 
2. Thar they declare hat Aeration ill w— emp 3. 


ws is:ils - 


* 0 ne former of theſe we Anfier, 


NR oe. i; t0- Five | 
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not all the nary : many of whom we ate her of gh aſſured 


Gand, ons for «1, accommodation... rodink offi cn.67 WY 


Mg keiptions are the thii ng, ; which cuny- if pin have. og 
FF; :and Wrote. for; it. is what they expe. from the 
promiſe of the Biſhops, and. acquicſcence , of | the. Clergy, 
whence they, now. wais for the perfortnance, while Bany 
begin'ts cenſure and reproach us, fince they; 2difficul- 
ty init. Therefore there is neither reaſon nor temper in 


his inking ſtill upon applications, _ -, .;-. 54... 
. Some Gaceive, that ſome of their Teadia J Men i in- 


duftrionſy nieglet. or refuſe ſuch a hs. : 


* Es {rr Fat ow! nels, Ie 


;here- 
re than they be liev Mm. 
v.17 {3+ 


 conerns an. ak of 


UMI 


| (s) x 
ko grant them ſomething, left they. get what we are 
alling to part. from, ack E:. 


© 4«. Some things impoſed are (without all controverſie) an 
offence to many weak ones ; and —_— ought to re- 
move the Stumibling-block (ſo far as the ſafety of the Church 
will permit) tho* they never Petition for the kindneſs,. un- 
lefs their negle& of what we think is their Duty, may-ex- 
cue our negleX of what we know | to be our own. - And 
indeed it is a. pretty ſhuffle, that becauſe ſome Men are 
thought to be Riff, therefore the Church owes no regards 
either to them, or any of their Party, of whom many may 


be.gained, if the fault.is not our own. 


- . But ia truth-all this is only a blind excuſe for not doing 
what he hath no mind. ſhould be done; for the cloſe of this 
Paragraph faith, it is declared.in: the Preface to the Litur- 
gY, as allo in the Kings Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, that Al- 
terations may be made according to the exigency of times 
 andeccaſions; yet he:oppoſez another part of the Preface 
to both, viz. That the Rook, that is, of Commen Prayer, 
4s it Food before Eft abliſbed by Law,, doth not contain in it any 
thing contrary to the Word of God, or to. ſound Dottrin, or which. 
godly Main may not with a goo. Conſcience we nd ſubmit to, 
- or which is not fairly defenſuble—— to which he adds, - that it 
hath been altered for the better i» ſome hundreds of places. 
ſoace, ſuggeſting hereby, that it needs no Alterations now ; 
which gives an undoubted evidence, OT 


1: Of his inconſiſtency with himfelf ; for he argues againſt 
Alterations meerly for want'of application from Diſlenters, 
and yet under the fame Head changes his Topick, diſpating 
againſt ſach Alterations from the perfeQion of our Liturgy 3 - 
he would haye none, becauſe Dilleaters ask for none, and. 
then becauſe there is need of none : Certainly he ſhifts his 
Argument; becauſe he ſuſpects that the. firſt. propoſed will 
got {and the ſhock, and therefore brings on this as-a re- 
rye to ſupport it. | as A 
2. This 


(8) | 
” 2,” This ſpeaks his Anfinetrſity; forthe knows We gilind 
for Alterations from a prudential neeeffity- nilinp; wot” W& 
much from the Baok it ſelf, as from the weakneſs of ſome 
who miſunderſtand, -2nd the perverſnefs of others who tn-_ 
duſtrionſly abuR it 3' What need then of juſtifying the Book 

in this arginment; tnleſs to amnſe the Reader with an heap 
of ptexs fonoparpoſe 7? TRENT ONT, 


- 3; This diſcovers his proſe Inadvertency,'+in that he 
pleads againft Alterations, from Diſſenters not; asking for 
themz- and yet In the ſame Head declates himſelf abſolutely 
againſt all Alterations; whether" they! ask or not'; in that 
he uſes the Kings Commiffion;” and the Preface to the Com- 
mon Prayer, againſt the defign of that Commiſſion, and 
that very 'Liberty which the, Preface it felf doth give us; - - 
fo fain would he carry on a deſign which he is aſhamed to 
ewn, (4. e.) hinder Alteratipn, 4nd Yet lay the fault at the 
Diſſenters doors. ' © © © age in OS vHSSS. en 

- Whatever is at the-bottorfthis"is generally the humor 
amongft"Men'of this' "complexion ; they wiſh for Peace, 
Hot will part with nothing for it; and the Gentlemen in 
this Authors? rs ſpeak fair but do nothing, 
ate fike" the, Uiſobedient Sonwwho aid, I'go, but went not ; 
for which he. tad" (Fle warrant you) as good reaſons as 
Theſe befote'you. Ot | f 


I | b 
2. He pleads, p. 3. That they ought to declare what 
Alterations will fatisfie,. elſe they have no reaſon to make 
ET" SE OREN | £635 
Anſw. 1.” This ſome of *em have done already under 
Car. 2. and ſtill do by their frequent complaints, and the 
reaſons they give of their ſeparation. ' And the late pro-. 
mife of accommodation muſt reſpe& the Alteration, of thofe 
things (fo far as'may be) that offend the more. reafonadle' 
_ and<jndicions amengſt *tm. Now after all this, for them. 
10 make new propoſals, is not.only aftan agere, but a 
L putting 


7 T 5 3 > , 
paring th thei: Canfe back, which: is nady: 'known, and 
qdvanced ſo fark as'ro hovegainedthe- promiſe -of 'n 


due ronſitterscion.* Therefore there! is now methil «want- 
irgf! on our” part} in- order, 'to- their caſe and: 'Onr ecurity, 


Sufs performance 6f that Promiſe, 


 $4:1By this Pargraph he expects, that alt parties ſhould 
agree in their demands; "which he knows, and p./2/acknow- 
ledges is impoſlible, therefore his requiring impoſſible con- 
ditions of pe is 110 better, than a RIA denial of that | 
Peace: it fl ; | 


(Flence"he urges the extravagancy of ſome men; that have - 
— on' Condefcenfions made 'in the Year' 1661. and. 
others propoſed by the preſent Biſhop of Worceſter, 'in the 
Year 1681. which he thinks enough' to render the Church 
juſtly four and Peeviſh forever. 


{Aſi L, 'Us; withal. acknowledges; that theſs” are- but” 
ſome that flic ſuch heights, and grants us p.2. that all cannot - 
agree in' common Propofils; which utterly deſtroys his -: 
argument ; for as- ſome will-not, ſo the very Differences - 
amongſt themſelves do aſſure us, that others will accept Tea- - 
fonable Condeſcenſons, and the gaining a pare is not only 
all we pt; but is ſufficient to our end £00, . * 


2. Theſe for he quotes, by. fuck” unreaſohabte fights : 
maſt be preſimed to deſign the. obſtradting all future Al- 
terations, as knowing, thit this is the ready way to break 
their Parties. Therefore our- Pamphlet not oply  trifles, 
'bur alf6-gratifies thoſe few: liot and defigning men, who in- 
en not a8” accontmodation , , "but the maintaining of a 
- One. L 


it #4 -Feivab'on the: me dr gbtent, -quiotiag a Book 
of My. = BY: >vhidh fairhy Thert-are: Forty c Wwfub particulars 
in our Conmunion, beſides Thirty tremendous Principles and Cyr- 


Cumſtantials, which affright Difſenters from it and the healing 
| attemPp 'F 


attempt on not ſuch aarements, as Saber now de» 
ſigns; but the admiſſion 0 nem. Model for a-Comprehen- 
ſion, which is ſuch as will make cucry Pariſh Church independent”; 
All which things, p. 5. afſure-us, that the Conyocation nei- 
ther can nor will alter, and yet ifany one remain unalter ere 
- the Schiſm will continue. Whence he asks Cui bozo ? 


what end ſhould ary Alterations be made ? To which ( he —_ 


a ſatisfactory Anſwer cannot be given, 


But this is an argument of the weakneſs of his reaſoning, 
not of the ſtrength of his Cauſe; for this ſuppoſes, that 
all Diſſenters are of the ſame mind ; which is a poor fal- 
lacy called 'Peririo principii, a taking that. for granted, which 
he muſt prove, elſe: his whole cauſe falls to the o—_ 
To which we Anſwer, 


. It is well known, that Diſſenters under the ſame de- 
| nomigation are of very different minds, as to the mat- 
--ters of our Church ; for ſome are offended at one” thing, 
ſome at another, and ſome at more, which together (they 
think) give a juſt cauſe of Separation. Therefore a - few 
Alterations would leave ſome no Objeftion, and others 


roo little (even in their own judgments) to juſtifie 2. 


Schiſm. 


2. This ſuppoſes, that Alterations will gain Diſſenters 


only, which we can never grant him ; becauſe a great * 


rt of this Nation ſtands more or leſs doubtful , and 
indifferent between the Church and the Conventicle , 
who ſeeing the peaceable- inclination .of the Church , 
manifeſted by reaſonable Condeſcenſions, will unite with 
her, and become her ſupports, who. elſe. -(upon-our ſtiff- 
neſs) may joyn with Diſſenters, and together may, find 
hands to pull her down. Therefore we have reaſon and 
motives enough in this undertaking, -tho'. we. were; in- 


fallibly certain, that not one Diſſenter woukd be Y HOWE | 


by it. 
This 


UMI 


Os "$13 3 
_» This 5 ſo:obvious, : that/he immediately ſtarts an. Ob- 
jeiqn;: which he ſecs will | be certainly made againſt him,: 
uſs+; hat iAlteratipns nay pleaſe the, King, the Parliament, and; 
agremtpart of the Diſſenting ge which' we muſt under= 
ſad all thoſe that are not in Communion with the Church. 


In Anſwer to which, he Complements the King, Laſhes 
- the Parliament; and: (like a Law-giver-) propoſes other 
_ meaſures'towards:theLaity ; induftriouſly evading thar part: 
of: the Objeftion which he dare not undertake to Anſwer. 
But-'leaving-this: a while,, we will purſue the preſent ar- 
gument. ci, 7 | 


In this Caſe we are to. conſider, not. what every Diſfenter: 
would have, which is the way to hinder all Alterations, or 
to kave our felves nothing ; - but what Alterations will take 
away:;the greateſt occaſions of miſtake and cavil, as know- 
ing, that this will redyce fome- aud leave others inexcuſable. 

Me-3% KEE REA % ll ht Col 22 
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' | This was the method of the Church before; for thePre- 
face to the Common Prayer faith, that tho" there 'were-prope= 
ſals made, yet our aim was not to gratifie this or that Party in any 
their unreaſonable demands ;' but. to do that, which to our be$t un- 
derflending we: conceive might maſt tend. to: the preſervation of 
Peage:, 241 I nixy: in; the. Churob, : $$c;\, And. certainly the 
Church may Alter things now without any freſh Propoſals 
mades;much hetter than; ſherould then without having any 
regards to them: thatweremadeg--becaude, - * _— 


---4+:;T hoſe Propoſkls then;made;tagether with Complaints, 

Demands, and other Methods fince, | do giveus.2 better un- 
derſtanding of Diſſenters, than thoſe Propoſals could give 
thea; therefore: © without, any Propoſals 'now made). we 
have leſs need" of being informed what will ſatisfie Diſſen- - 
ters, than the- Church; had then even after their Propoſals 
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z. Aſteritions then Wwithor' regard wo 'theie: Propbhals 


might exaſperate- ſotne; "who mightthink ahehltrogion p23 


lected but Alterations now withoorfeefh-Propdfals :tinngt” 
exaſperate any, but may:oblige themore) 53 bvirlg exitlences* 
of a free inclination to Peace and Unity. Therefore if theſe- 
methods gain'd ſome, theſe are likely to gain more. But 
2 | Polite 7 lolile 0307108 11] 

-.3. Suppoſe they 46 not recover one Diſfeater;/!ye6 (ds WE 
- iid) it 1s not-to be Itagined, but that they wilt fix many! 
of the uaſetled Multitnde; who added to: rhe Charch, will 
leave Dillenters the: objeAs of 'our” Pity, not of "6nr- Fear, 
This maſt be granted, and conſequently his principal argwe: 
ment againſt Alterations, VIZ, the improbability of gain- 
ing Diſlearers isutterly overthrown,” 7.91; 97 0D) +51 


y. * 1 


But onr Author, p. 5; 6. 1eaves his: Uſutped/Province; for- 
inſtead of giving reaſons againſt Alterations deſigned 'for- 
winning-Dilſſenters, ke is forredficnng ther by force 3- Whigh: 
methods (he faith) had left in ſome great Cities ſcarce three or 
fonr Per fons of any Abt4;” thi ket off FEM are Colmmontricn, till 
Toleration diſordered alF again; 10 TCO HAD Of9 Of 000) 


e 


» 


This very Plea doth farther evideriees" not dnty the great” 
preſumption of the:Man, who Proſtribes:to all: Ambhority, 
but of the great rieceſlity of Preſent Alterations b00z decauſe 

2 120 00ſt 5 ST0RTTW Wor ennitt 13214 yorm flower”) 
© 1. A Tokeratioi hid riot uaſatled'fo matry, that nat the: 
ſtri& terms of Communion made-themi #6 uneake: *there-: 


prefait'al | 

thoſe we have loRt;! and keep thari-vic yertave.” e DER 2 
LES enT S100T Ralls 24,9300 (EF 20 ni ridiieb 
- 2. Suppoſe, that nothing but a Tokeration makes Alteras 
. tions now necellkry, yet if Authority thihkvfitto pit fiich' 
a necefſity upon us, - we ought in 'ptudenic® ard Uuty both, 
to apply our ſelves to that [perhaps] only expedient, which 
is now left us, whereby to preſerveour Church and People. 


If a Tokeration made it lately neceſſary in the judgment of 
| al 


LIMI 


UMI 


= 


-miſfioners, and then? 


| ( 44 / | x 

all aur:Clergy, een Qutlebn_gn why ſhonld not 
2 Tolexation gow yender it full as-neceſſary to urgke them? 
'Ehe trivh.is;: this Gentleman is of \the Came mind'with the 
Book lately. quoted, which .is not for-parting.# Stake; but 


for having all or none; and were all Church-men on one 


hatid;| ad all Dilſenters on the other, of the ſame humor, 
we.thouvld find the whole Nation as'mad asthe P/almifts fin- 
on ng when'any ſpoke of Peace, -were making-ready for 


_ "He grants, p. 6, that they know not what the Commiſ- 
foners baxe done inorder:to an Alteration 5 and yet at the 


fame time pleads, that he: Alterations, which are ſaid ro be 
Prepared, will hazard the offending a greater number, than they 
ore bkely trogretifie. | | | | | 


Aafw. This is the fame injuſtice, which.the Authors pro- 
teſtation' complains - of, -viz.- That they. were Condemned 


unheard 5: he-cenſurſes the thing, and determins'the conſe- 


quences,. and yet .confefſes that he knows nothing of the 


-natter, 'only as People ſay, who know as little as himſelf, 


This we may preſume is the effe&t of thoſe Letters, which 

were ſent abroad to prepoſſeſs and prejudice rhe Country- 

oe one pena: 
45 17 gifoc 


And indetd-it is-evil oSurmiſas and wicked Repreſentatis 
ons-of what menknow not, [that is the.cauſe of moſt of our 
Heats and. Miſchief. . know, that ſome hotteſt oppoſers 
af Alterations, have .ſubmitited-to the partictilars proraing 
(when laid befare:%em): as very teaſonable ;/ tho' they have 
repreſented:the>whole j\(ugknown) as Monſtrous Innoyas 


zibns. * And were chey made publick, Þ doubt jior, but they 
i 


xould ſhame theſe op obrious Scandals caſt upon the Com- 
ves. . :But41n the mean. time, 'we muſt 

expe a great deal of candour in. this harangue, when the 

Author is ſo notoriouſly guilty himſelf, of what , he thigks 

alf hiPArtand: Paſſion, Intivenosdh To Ext 0 e in other's. 
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In- the: ſame Page it” is Objected, That Alterations wil 
leave jcorrigible Dyſſenters the\more inexcuſable;, whichhe de- 
nies, ſaying, they will tzll plead "Confricuce,' and wider! bucky 


Penalty ill cry ont of Perſecution. 


Anſw. They .miy do ſo if-they will ; but yet theſe Pre- 
tences and Clamours will-have-'ſo little:colour of :-Reafon 
and Jaltice, :that they, will neither gain.themnew@Froſelites, 


\ nor keep all their old ones ; for which reaſon, incorrigi- - 
ble Diſſenters are as much againſt Alteration, as our Author, . 
they are in the fame cauſe, tho' aiming at different ends; 
and whether he or:they are like. (1n our circumſtances)..to . 


be the gainer,. let-the. World:judge.: : - 7 


- In p. 7. He wheedles with Dr. Beveridges Sermon before 
the Convocation, and by breaking it into bits and ſhreds, 
would make it ſpeak contrary both to the Letter and deſign 
of it. Het here quotes p.25; that-a part ſhould nor-beipreferred 
before the whole. Whence he opens; again{btheSthiſing- and 
would have Diſſemers by. ſtri& :diſciphne, taught: the-Daty of 
Self-denial, But. what, is this - to the. Do&ors defign 'or our 
bulineſs ? ET 


_ His deſign there is to ſhew, that there are a weak ſort.of 
Diſlenters, in reference to whom the Church onght to make 
ſuch proviſion, - that ſhe may keep thoſe members ſbe hath; "and 
redute thoſe ſhe wants ;—- that however, nothing ought to be 
omitted for the ſake -of theſe, that may be profitable to the whole 
Church ;, nor admitted, that. may be detrimemal to it. .. Becauſe 
&. part ought . not to be preferred: before the: whole! . Where 
the Pamphlet, out of either ;ignorace'or deſign, takes that 
abſolutely, which.is fpoke: only Secandanr quia:z, quoting the 
Do@or againſt all Alterations, when. he firſtallows fome, 
and . then is againſt none but ſuch: that. may be. of publick 
miſchief... EP PC at es to ieh 3914 oy 
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And: what is. this to our. buſineſs, -who-are- not to give 


Laws and inflict Penalties on Diſſenters, but are only to. 


conſider 


UMI 
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conſider what. prudent Alteratitins may:poſhbly wit 6 chem, 
nigra ſafetys pe _ CFE, 2c, . Jogneall 
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-: The Sermon, p26: "ſaith z>that. Alterations hou 366 
made without a cogent neceſſity; at p. 27+ #11u7 autem cle | 
zoftra—— but whether owr: Church be: conſtrained by. fuch- 4: pi" * 
"ſiys-46 met my part to. determine3i;where the Doctor, is;not. Ta | 
gainſt: Alterations,: as the, en: Yainly, aca or: 

modeſtly. refuſeadireRly. to aniicipate4be buſineſs Gonr | 
vocation, - which: gqur-Pamphleter- hath face enough h.to..do 
- But that he may give us a ſufficent proof, not. of his 1 impers _ 
tinency only, bur of his want either of Judgment or. Ho» 
neſty too, he proceeds with the Doctors Sermon, till he 
doth;ſufliciently Jead the'Reaggy to:the concluſion. of - fugh a 
neceſlity,. which-the Pam mplleagſt elf requires, viz., This, only 
I dare to-affirvs, that if ie be neceſſary -torreduce waydringiSheep 
into: Chriſts Fleck ;, if. to:take off Seruples from the minds of+ weak - 
Brethren ;, if.to allay batred, appeaſe auger, and (45 much as may 

ts fupprefs all; Diſſentions, concerning Religion-— #- theſe things 

th he ) ſeers neceſſary" 10:any man; ;it will alſo ſeems neceſſary 

10. that-man to - admit ſuch changes, as he i perſwaded will con- 
duce to ſuch ends-—' where the Door oy fairly. leads his 
Reader to the circumſtances of our Church, and the deſigns 
of calling this Synod ; that he leaves him neceſſarily to con- 
clude that neceſlity,- which himſetf would-nor ex preſs. .This* 
ſhews- both lus: candopr,and \his-Rhetorick 3. ſince in a point | 
ſa nice.and.yetſo. important too; 3: here;1s a Mioſis more in- - 
teaded;-than he thonght convenient to.ſpeak. - 


P.g. Tells us from the Door ſtill, that even incommodions + 
Laws, . aught net to be ohquged without ſome urgent neceſſity. -We 
readily grant i; but the only queſtion between us, viz. 
 whetheriour Church.kath at; this time. ſuch a-geceſſity or not, . 
is as much undetermined, -as-if he. had-never . made-..any ,of + 
theſe Quotations ; whence I cannot Tee what ſervice he hath 
done himſelf, ynleſs #oſhaw;the World, thaghe.is able to + 
Tragllate.picce of 4 Latin.Sexmat.. Sr 1.3 od. 24h £0 
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fe Rats  *CmgH-+ : 
MMis-Gct Paragraph tetls' ms -of an- apt: alluſion of this 
- Learned Doctors; $ut” Fanpifireyit: is 01G PApe #Hor-kis 
Pp rpoſe 3; for the Doftor there ſhews, © Thar *.y the uni- 
in OT ve parricatar"trches| Thavepowerobyi their !Sy- 
no tomake Laws, asthey\ſhall:judge expedient for the 
+ ' Vttter Adniniftration'of the piiblick V Worſiipef-God-— 
| ne oe this can; ſerve higrwholse againſt gif \Hilterats+ 
ons, {tan by no means: And in5 truth; wore all the 
2 wy of his Pamphler"like this; which troubles th 
- Serni6n? dif-the World tome pprpoſe;-Þ muſt haveTpoken 
+ him a' weak- becthers” "005 fit; 'To ks _——_ to- rabid 
 Diſpurations. Rp: 


OY 


4. 9513 89-7: 0G { VI1G 
Was wee peradyenture hb: Align of al 'this adds 
to 'perfwade ther World, ithat the-Dodor is like: binifelf, 
viz. Learned'to-nopurpeſe,'(5,e.) hath Preached and Prints 
ed a Sermon, that 4s. not to- the Point only \becauſeit'is 
more:modeſt- than the 'Pamphlet, which: preſumes. to-give 
peremptory injun&tions t0'the Convocation #t fedf ; againſt 
whom we Have the judgmentasef other 16arned an - urs 
prejrificed!' men,” fo of the Biſhops'themfelves, who'judge 
it {o ſvitable, that by 'their Commands we have a Second 
Impreflion. 


Had 'he followed our Doors: advice, $430. : Noll ard 


mdrcatn nulla prefumpta ſaſpicio',” ,*--mnille- litinmi' icy 
i oe Let 'ng Prepdeionn 0 pres ſunicd ys Ss 
deſire of contentions approach '#his Synod, 'neither this Pam- 
-phler nor its Author would find any place there. 

Tn p. 10. -he ſarts-this' Objedtion, wit, Ohs Digfforbal 
wimoſt betrayed is +6*Poptry wh Slavery; for 5preraertlen oof 
whith danger -for the ain, itre, - 4134 le wy math OY 
be); 70 erilurgs the vers 6-8 our Communion, - os 

OTOL 2007 

An Obje&ivh to fo Aber -e 
he fays, Who betray'd us"vi 5-2 Wierd Pg dt 
ſucy 4 cauſleſly ſeparated from as, - and j joyn'd with the common 

* Enemy, 


(rg 3 
rather; than witlf the Church of 1 Engler borone 


wen prov. otherwile;; {6 from t 
16d tio! ſtand: Jeins mich bo ton = 
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ro the fefigniof: dry Je ai fron enaturcatdis 
ceſſary conſequences of Divifionitidelf wa; 2} 15 - 


112%" How: veal thoſe that! didvAdiheG: peaſants Kheir © - 
| I pag mag re World judgaloow 200g nod 1 {ot 
-d 306.3 Sifu Stem 3 anfod eigt $031: ford 
3: S__s e what heaſferts?) yet \the;very- AlleSation 7 
ſpeaks the neceſſity of Alterations, that hereby we may '. 
leſſen tlie 'numbes;| 6f:thoſe; whole may edanger us 
agaiit >Our'iCircainflances-and riqtoyet yidltered ht © 
chat-theiv Uniting; pas Iii afEx glaphor dy < 
Expole :al tboth) nd; if nchaver id. than; © 
oct we rhe 13 at: thib tirhe as wwhll 'a_neeity.of - 
performing the Biſhops Promiſe, as there was; then of © - 
making it z but we acquiefc'd in. that, and conſequently--. 
Wwe Gu ta thiso) bis 1113591} 5vig of porowall 39d 
NR OTIEERONG! 2m) 1A ©; oN. NG off | | Oi fs 
Our Saviograyey\7; brat: Being wptns t 6 hand; * - 
yet our Pamphlet would -continue' our Diviſion in 'order-'** 
[forſooth]- to our preſervation. - Alt. certainly! 16 Pver © 


therein aotioe þ tra af zvec/a .time 
tar aodaradn' Profob- 
4Sutidns Ifi@rer-aitibne ahatialiicdproatugiah:Camddfcen- ©; 


Solis 2rhiliuas theonly waſp midhis/7Union,:de as: m_ i; 
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veh ores opman . proj Wement envy to-0ur Charek 
'P uldi believe there'$5Jnbrevf 

| uſo por ans tire his 2Aifover; to (this 
than 1 can yet diſrery: wit; for his: 'Argament* lies 
thus : viz. Diſſenters by their Diviſion: have atreafly en- 
daiifered ns ;; hap enngr nag nant "ifs Pane Ril, 
methey 't14 Ape Magn; 'ﬆf q 
12 ag bſtinaty-byy byrodrowi Rin” GT tp 3 
Bil, Eng © coo painn o3 Babatth 2. ten AO 
-? But the proceeds, -If: ſame: leading” Prechyrerians ary by __ 
1fheravions Itt' inro:the Church; "and bei matte. Biſbops, Deans, 
abi0h-Deacons,' 6d. what faodrity: bave ive that they will not pro- 
ys Debbens in [ro [bobþb —=[Dhis was the reaſon; Lis 
1771 that theiClergnoppoſedis Bid farGomprebenfion;potkriaitd 


uBifhop Wilkins; "far: whichi,: ITN els 
Houſe of Commons caſtitout- i 259::17 


5 Anſw.'r.Hieſuppdre whats he-dandients Fe viz, 'Fhat 
fich Comprebenſions wouldzhay&inzide a; Dwifos inthe 


Church; therefore this: being a mere ſurmiſe, muſt not be 
my hut ard. peer 4ag Arganientz!! 2:rfv7 £107 [Ae -£ 
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HT JG The Soni deriands; would have:been ahieix. Pres 


 which3wonld: have. macerit-their:ifitereſt; to 
clflavrithepclnogr: think>it thei iritereſi:60 
tent a their :Oaths/and; Penalky; of 
The 'Lzws; -which would: chaſtiſe ry yearn -Irom 
Their: Rule £213 25 Armor co Mid $3 oo 
\ 490patugs LA ge Fe 'BAvir P38. 3w 39d + 21. tas 
But However,” to. give ſtrength and colour EF A 
pition » he = To. That ſome Biſhops and others, pre- 
Men aries vheScrond, didetcmpothis? 160 
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have, ſolong as there be moderate and judicious men in 


it; and had that Comprehenſion. been eſtabliſhed , it 
would have prov'd our ſecurity at this very day. 


»2. Call it a. Diviſion, yet they did only:attempt, but 
could not effe& it; and indeed it is fo hard to ſway a 
Conſtitution, that-not_only-the Nature of the thing, but 
this Fruitleſs undertaking too, may juſtly allay his fears of 
admitting a few moderate Men into the Church by ſome 
reaſonable Alterations. 


3- In p. 3, 4- he paſſionately pleads againſt all Alterati- 
ons , from the unlikelyhood of gaining one Diſſenter, 
who are ſo ſtubborn and unreaſonable in the terms they 
propoſe for an Accommodation z and yet here he 'is a- 


fraid of ſuch a number coming in, as ſhall divide and 


ruin the whole Church 3 which ſpeaks .the Anthor to pur- 
fue an Hypothefis, but not the Truth; and reſolv*d by all 
manner of Pleas agreeing and diſagreeing, probable and 
improbable, true. and falſe, or by any thing elſe you can 
imagine,to'confound and obſtruQ intended Eondelteniions: 


4. It ſeems very marvellous, that theſe very ſurmiſes 
ſet on foot by Popiſh Polititzans, purpoſely to hinder our 
Union at the reſtoring our Liturgy, and the later proje& 
of "Comprehenſion, ſhould not only 'be received by ſome 
hot-men then, but be pleaded -at this time of the day 
when . we. have ſeen the diſmal effe&s of theſe Policies 
which have uſed the Church againſt Diſſenters, and then 
Diflenters againſt the Church, 4n order to the ruin of the 
whole Proteſtant intereſt, and which at this day do give 
the greateſt advantage to French and Popifh deſigns 
throughout the World. This ſeems to bode us no good, ' 
and looks like a fate upon Men, which makes them not their 
ewn Murderers only, but the common Executioners of 
Proteſtants and their Religion. . 


D But 
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Biit in the ſaine Page he pleads again Alterations from ' 
. another Topick, viz, reaſonable. Condeſcentions to one party is 


likely to encourage unreaſonable Sollicitations from anther, . 


Anſw. 1. This produced. no ſuch effe& formerly, Why 
then ſhould it now ? This is the way to prevent what he- 


pretends to fear; for men are now -in expetation, and 
delays may make them clamorous but a preſent ſettlement 


yet 


2. Such Alterations ſtrengthning the Church will ren- 


der it more fafe for her to reje&- unreaſonable Sollici- 


tations hereafter, than to fruſtrate reaſonable expettations - 


at the preſent : . But he adds, 


Our Frequent changes in ſome things, may make | men-queſtion | 


all, and at laſt.center inthe Church of Rome. 
Arſw. 1. Have. any, or all : formey Changes: conſidered 


together, done. ſo ? If they have, : produce your: inſtances ; 
if they have. not, ,Why ſhould one Alteration more do it, 
eſpecially- conſidering, .it is well known - that our Church 


has always allow'd ſuch Changes? 


_ 2: Wes. this probable the-Papiſh' party would be wel- 
willers-to Alterations 3 , whereas they. and their confidents 
are raiſed- in their expeQations, from the difficulties that 


attend this. Aﬀair ?. The:matter of FaR is undeniable, there- 
fore they. or himſelf muſt be in an Error : And-if we con- 


ſider his undertaking and -perfermences,. we ſhalt eaſily. be-- 


lieve thathe is not: Infallible. 
' Thus:you have his: Feats; whenec-in the next Paragraph 


It. Triumphs, reckoning: be has: knock'd down: his Ene« | 


mies with: this Pamphlet , as Sawpſen.. did .the Philiftines, 
with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs. . For thus he proceeds 3-r 


And 


puts a ſtop to all future expeQations. But. if: otherwiſe, 


UMI 


-  CWy 
And now let the men that are given to change,” produte thoſe 
weighty ani important reaſons required, in the Preface to- the 
: Common-Prayer ; or that gFeat-neceſſiry which Dr. Beveridge ]. 
requires for the Alteration, even of commodious Laws. 


A bold Challenge indeed !' however I ſhall accept it ; And 
will ſhew theſe important Reaſons and great Neceſlity of 


_ preſent Alterations from, 0 


I. The Sacred Scriptures. | 
2. Onr Circumſtances. 
3. The general Senſe of the Nation. 


4- The Duty of doing all we can for the keeping and ſe- 
curing our Flocks. And, . 


5 Some things themſetves impoſed. 


7. The Sacred Scriptores do determine this controverſie 
againſt our Pamphlet ; for St. Pax forbids us to offend a 
weak Brother, in uſing onr power in things indifferent. 
This indeed does not : us as we are now under the 
Law, but-it doth affe&t the Church, when the civil Autho- 
rity calls her to' Explain, Alter, and Omit thoſe things 
that do offend. But you will ſay, that'the Church hat 
power in all matters indifferent, whence reſults the Duty 
of the Peoples Submiſſion: in all ſuch matters : It is true, 
bat if the People cannot ſee the Lawfulneſs of fuch Sub- 
miſſion, the Church ought not to preſs them any further, 
than a due regard to the Souls of Men will allow, or the 
general Intereſt of Religion,- and the cammon ſafety of the 
Church doth require, .x Corinth. x0. 3. We mnlſt not do all 
things that are Lawful, bur what things are expedient and. 


edifymg ; upon which Scripture Clewt, Mex. Pzdag. b.2,c.1. 


hath this Note, Texy 3p aurewiofofiy on 1% Sea! "6 28 % "8 
man, Syavris & 423r, Thoſe who will do all that is Law 
| | D2 guickly 


(20) 
quickly. fall into_ that which is Unlawful, and 1 am-ſure it. is 
no Paradox, that if. the Church will do all ſhe: may ,. the 
certainly doth more than ſhe ought, becauſe her power 
muſt be tempered by a tender and prudential regard to 
the weakneſs of all her Members. St. Paul, 2 Cor. 10.8. 
ſpeaks of a power that God hath given for edification, 'not 
for deftruftion ; therefore that Church doth abuſe her.-power,. 
which by too ſtri& terms of Communion doth. not gather. 
and build up, but ſcatter the Flock. Indeed at our laſt 
ſettlement the evils we have ſuffered, were not fufficiently 
foreſeen ; but ſince ſad experience hath given us ſuch terri- 
ble admonitions, the Church ſeems utterly inexcuſable, .if 
ſhe refuſe (to the beſt of her skill and power) to apply a. 
ſuitable remedy. 


2. That a Kingdom divided cannot ſtand, is a-Truth fo : 
certain, andallowed by all obſerving Men, that our Saviour 
brought this as a Medinm to prove, that a Diviſion will. 
ruine even Satan himſelf ; and what our . Diviſions have 
done this way. by obſtrufting all publick undertakings, 
and expoſing -us to hazards both at home and' abroad,. I 
leave the World to judge z nor-can we. think of any. other . 
expedient. to ſecure us,. but Union.;. nor is there any. way. 
to Union, but mutual condeſcenſions ; nor mult we: expect 
(as long experience hath taught us) that if we ſtifly ſtand 
our ground, others. will move, unleſs perhaps to confound 
and ruin us; therefore if it be neceſſary to put life into 
the affairs of. Church and State; if neceſſary to ſecure to 
our ſelves Peace and Proſpetity, it is then neceſſary to make 
_ In which ſeem now the only means to 
that end,, - - | | 


3-. This 4s evident from the general ſenſe of all Parties 
in the Nation, who Took upon Alterations as the only Me- 
thods of Union, which may. be proved. by *an. induQtion 
of particulars. Thoſe who are for Union and Settlement; - 
are for Alterations, others are. againſt. them. Moderate 
Bresbyterians, and the Unſctled multitude, expe& Alte- 

| Tations, 


| ( 21:) _ 
rations, as .incouraging motives to. the- Church : - Rigid. 
Diſſenters., who. reſolve at any rate to maintain their 
Schiſm, diligently endeavour (as we hear from Eſſex and. 
the Weſt) by all imaginable Methods to ſecure their Petple 
from a compliance, what Alterations ſoever the Church 
may make ; which, abundantly ſatisfies us, that they fear 
Alterations will endanger their Parties. _Inferiour Sedts, 
whoſe Principles are inconſiſtent with Government, are 
againft theſe things, . leſt hereby. the Church ſhould become 
ſtrong enough to quaſh them at her pleaſure. While the 
Papiſts abhor theſe Methods, as knowing they will obſtru& 
all. their defigns, and ſuffer them no longer 'to uſe Prote- 
ſtants. as Tools in the ruining one another.. Now after - 
all this, what is the true reaſon, that this Gentleman, with 
thoſe in his Neighbourhood , and others under the ſame 
prejudices, ſhould oppoſe theſe undertakings ? If. becauſe. 
they fear that Diſſenters will not be gained, or the Church - 
be ruined by. itz, we have the Senſe of the whole. Nation, - 
both Friends and Enemies againſt them ;- but if for other 
Reaſons, -let them: look to it, who-mult ſeverely, anſwer * 
for their: obſtrutting the moſt probable Methods - of - 
Peace and Unity. Therefore if Peace and Unity ,- and: 
the common Intereſt both of Church and State, be of any: - 
neceſlity afd; importance. with us; then in the: judgment: 
of the Nation, Alterations muſt 'be of ſome neceſlity .and: + 
iniportance too, becauſe they judge theſe.the moſt condy-. - 
cive to thoſe ends.. 


4- We argue from the indiſpenſible Duty 'of doing all * 
we may to ſecure our Flocks in the ways of Truth and ' 
Peace, which lies ſo hard v us, that their Blood will. : 
be.required -at the hands of thoſe Shepherds, who ſuffes 
them to periſh out of negligence, humor, or any other- 
means whatſoever : And -certainly few can be ſo much 
ſtrangers at home, as not to obſerve, that they. daily. 
loſe ſome and find others unfetling, and perceive thoſe - 
growing incroachments npon our ſeveral changes, which 
will quickly haſten things to-a- confuſion ;. and ſant-cſpagte 
| - ally 
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-My fince'the preſent ſtiffneſs againit 'Alterations. Ani 
rho*I do not Damn thoſethat leave us, yet Schifm is very 
dangerous'; and unſctling turns' many to Toofheſs ahd ir- 
religion, and occaſions fome to fix in Opinions that are in 
themſelves Damnable ; which-ought to be well confidered 

' by them who have read Jer. 23: r. Wo to the Paſtors that de- 
ſtroy ' and ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture, ſaith "the Lord. 1 
know: 'that Separation' is but -an, accidental conſequence, 
proceeding not from the Nature'of our Cnſtitution, but 

from the Weakneſs and Prejudices of Men ; yet when &x- 

-perience doth teach us ſuch an accidental evil, and the 

- Church is- called to provide (fo far as-may be) a fuitable 
femedy, -T muſt place thoſe that oppoſe this defign amongſt 

;ſich- Shepherds, that deftroy and fatter the Sheep ;' for by 

-fuch refwlal they make the caufe of Separation to be not 
only the others weakneſs, but their own wilfulneſs. too ; 

in that, as the one will not underſtand, fo the. other will 
not remove (fo far as they may) the occaſion of error. _ 


Therefore as Dr. Beveriage faith, if it be nectſſary to Ye- 
duce wandring Sheep ivito Chriſts flock; if meceſſary to take off 


ſeruples from the minds of weak Brethren ;-— if neteſfſary to ſup- 
preſs all diſſentions concerning Religion—— if neceſfiry to keep 


thoſe we have, and to-give' up onr accounts with joy at the 
Kt day: ;-it muſt be- #eoefſary ro” admir ſack changes, as arc 
. condiiciue to ſuch ends. _ [ | 


5. Weargue from things impoſed. As 


_ 1. Apocryphal Leſſons,' which ought in reaſon and'pru- 
dence/-to- be: changed for Canonical Scriptures; becauſe 
theſe containing: fome- things tnſeemly, ſome improbable, 
.and others evidently falſe, do ſcandalize not only theng 
without the Church, but many of thoſe who are fre- 
-quenters of our daily Prayers. | | 


- His Anſwer to 2 Letter from a Minifter in the Country 
brings ſeveral Pleas from: others againft Alterations in 
| : this 
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this particular , p. 25- theſe are; read n0t- to confirns our 
Faith, but to reform our manners; this may. be better ap- 
_U to- Eceleſpaſticus , and thie'!Boak of Wiſdomr., than to 

obit, :Fudith, -and- Bell and: the Diragoh,' which looking like 
Legends and Romances, ſeem gh opp thisway. _ Bit 
however” why 'fhould not they that ' offend, and reſpe&t 
Manners only, give place 'to thoſe Scriptures that do 
not. offend , and refpe&' both: Faith and Manners too, 
mleſs men fear that- they ſhould: do too muck: good at 
once? He pleads. the ancient 'uſe; of them. from Cypr. in 
Symb. which is-it: elf an Apocryphal Book, and not fo 
old as the pretended. Anthor by. about One hundred and 
fifty years, and is 'aſcribed by ſome to St. Higrom, . by 
others to Risffinus , but however, we are to — 'not-* 
what 1s oldeſt; - but what is- moſt: edifying;; indeed they, 
might anciently' be:.of. good oft; but not 'now', ſince” 
{queamiſh and: critical times are fo much prejudiced a- 
- gainſt them; whence. according: to the Preface to the 

Common Prayer ,..it.' is but reaſonable they ſhould. be - 
changed according to- tlie;mpreſent: oxigence,. 3,7 


Omitting other things,: p. 26: pleads for "em from' the ' 
Diſſenters,: who have: declared, that: they are not againſt - 
Apocryphal Chapters, being read in the Church, but a- 
gainſt their beg; read as Leſſons ;. but+ our Liturgy 
doth; oxder themr'as - Leſſons, therefore: this Quotation * 
ſhews , that. they; require-an' Alteration; if' not 'of - the 
Chapters, yet” off the manner: of : reading. **m.* Where 
our Pamphleter -ſhews himſelf ſuch. a Maſter of Defence, 
that. inſtead of hitting of: his Enemy, he' either beats the: 
Air, or wounds himfelf -with -his own Weaport. - 


_ Some; Nonconformiſts give-this as -a' great Reaſon of © * 
| their- Diſſent ,; that: they. cannot be ſatisfied!; but that 
the ſept and Confer required by the - A= of Unifor- - 
mity , . doth: reach: not. only the Uſe but-the: Trath! of - 
. theſe; Books,:;/Marby of: our owas Charch-are: offiitied, 
ſome: perſons unſctled, . and others - fixed in their Sep#- 

£ | 'ration--: 


as 
\- ration by reaſon - of theſe Leſſons. He pleads, p. 27. 
that- ſome Sermons have done more miſchief :than Bef 


and the Dragori, with Tobit and his Dog ; fuppoſe that, 


yet why ſhould -theſe, do any , unleſs we think it a 
ſufficient diſcharge 'of' our [Duties only to 'do leſs evil 
than others ? I muſt: think theſe and all other Pleas this 
-way, highly. unreaſonable, unleſs they can prove, that there 
is worth. and weight enough in theſe Books, beyond 
what there is it! Canonical Scripture, to compenſate -all 
theſe miſchiefs, which the Church continually ſuffers 
-yvpon their accounts,-, as well as otherwiſe; which (1 
preſume ) - the -Pamphleter himſelf will hardly under- 
take. | | . * 

'>2. There are ſome. paſſages in our ' Liturgy that may 
be ſo Altered, as to take away many Objections, which 
weakneſs hath raiſed and malice. improved to a mighty 
height-z I need not mention them, becauſe the Letter 
from a Miniſter-in the Country, hath already done.ir 
in Anſwer to which, -our_Pampbleter, 'p..38. by certain 
explications ſhews, that they are capable of a very fair 
conſtruction ; but who denies this:? The Preface” to the 
Common Prayer doth affirm, and our Conformity doth 
ſpeak itz but the Queſtion is, Whether it is not* expe- 
dient ſo to expreſs them, that Weakneſs may not ſtum- 
ble: nor Malice cavil at %*m ? Our Pamphlet it ſelf (to 
clear them from objections) doth explain them ; a. good 
argument , that they are not (as he pretends, .p. 41.) 
ſelf-evident, but that they. want an explication ; that is 
indeed an Alteration. And. if the Pamphlet may explain 
them, Why may not the. Convocation ? Unleſs our 
Pamphleter be ſo yain as to think his explication muſt 


£0 [along with the Litutgy, that they may ſee the one. 


who are offended at the other. I' muſt detlare' it an 
extream dotage'upon Forms and modes of Speech, which 
inclines men to keep in things with ſo much' difficulty 


andgamage, that may be ſo calily and advantagiouſly part- 


ed fipm. | $ 
It 
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. -It is not for me to inſtance in all things that may 
be to very good purpoſe Altered ; this is the buſineſs 
of a Convocation,.and is made (in ſome part) the Pro- 
vince of the Miniſter in the Country, who (I doubt 
not.) will ſupport his Letter againſt the Attacks of 
this Pamphlet ; yet however [ſhall add ſome few things 
not yer in Controverſie, which ſeem of moment enongh 
to become the care of a Convocation ; and they are 
one Rubrick, and one of our Creeds. 


The Rubrick is that after the ſecond Hymn in the 
Morning-Service, and runs thus, Ther ſhall be ſung or ſaid 
the ApeStles Creed—— excepting only ſuch days as the Creed 
of St. Athanaſius is appointed, Where I ſhall prove 
that it is not a meer notion, but of a mighty concern 
to Alter it thus, viz. The Creed commonly called the Apo- 
files, and fo of the other. | 


As to the former, I grant there was ſome Creed 
very early in the Church, as appears from JTrez. /. 1. 
c, 2. and c. 19. where It is called REGULA VERIT A- 
TIS; and from Tertull. de Virgin. Veand. c. 1. where it 
is REGULA FIDEI, whick Novatian. de Trin. explains 
by Symbolum; and again, de Preſcript. Her. c. 13. 14. and 
from the Conſtitutions aſcribed to Clem. 1, 4. c. 42. But 
I deny that any of theſe were that we call the Apoſtles. 
Becauſe | 


1. Theſe Creeds differ one from another, as being 
not the ſame, but divers; nor doany one of them agree 
with this, unleſs in ſome main Articles of Faith, as 
all Confeſſions muſt do ; which ſpeaks them only to be 
Creeds, but not the ſame. "© 


2. Tertull, ad Prax. c. 2. Speaking of the Miſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſaith, Hanc regilam ab initio 'Evangelis 
decucurriſſe—— which Rule muſt be underſtood either 
of the Sacred Scriptures, or of ſome common Creed f | 

E I 
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if the Latter, it muſt be another, not this called the 
Apoſtles, becauſe this ſpeaks of fio ach Miſſion at all. 


As we cannot yet meet with this Creed, © it is 


highly unreaſanable to ſuppoſe,. that the Apoſtles ever 
compoſed any ſuch thing : Becauſe, 


1. It is not mentioned in the Hiſtory of the As, which 
yet gives an account of a Council Convened; - and Ca- 
nons made about things indifferent; and therefore Cer-_ 

tainly would not have -omitted a Rule of Faith. Ba-” 
roniys boldly faith, It was made before the Diſperſion 
from Jeruſalem 5 but it is unworthy ſo great a Man to 


fix the circumſtance of Trans; but not prove the thing 


it ſelf. 


. Had thi is always paſſed for the Apoſtles, fince it 
doth not intimate the Divinity of the Son, nor of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it 1s not to. be ſuppoſed; but that 


.. Simon M gus, Cleobius, Menander, Cerinthnys, Fc, 
who denied Chriſts Divinity, woukd have pleaded, ther 
this Dodrin of theirs Was no way contrary fo the 
Apoſtalical Faith. 


2. Fhe Arians. And 


. The Macodonians, who deny the Divinity of. the 
Ely Ghoſt, would have done the like. 


' But we find no fiich Ptea from thoſe Firſt Hereticks I 


nor from the 4r1avs, either before, at the Nceme-Conn- 

cil, or in their Synods nnder - Conthamtins3- nor from 
| the Macedonians » either Separately , or Convened 
under the ſame Emperor : Ergo, 'we mnft conclde there 


ms no ſuch thing atall; for cany any It thei? Wits- 
, that they. who rejeted, T3 dw 75 &otety; and Th * 


ns becauſe theſe terms ave- not in-the Seriptnres, 
would 
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would not have rejeted thert alſo, becauſe hot fovad' 


in that Rule- of Faith delivered bv the Apoſtles, if 


any ſuch had been ? Can any imagine, that they would 
not have endeavoured to have kept this as a ſt:nding 
Rule of Faith , exclifive of any: that might deſtroy 
thoſe darling notions, which this leaves undiſturbed ? 
Can any think that when the Fathers under Conſtan- 
tins pleaded, that they could not _ Alter the Creed of 
Nice, that the Arians wonld not have replied , nci- 
ther can' you add-to that of the Apoſtles ? 


3. St. Hilary Pi. Epiſe. lib. de Synod. gives us thoſe 
Confeſſions of Faith, he had then, »iz. abont the miJ- 
dle of the Fourth Century me: with, but never men- 
tions this. 


4. We never meet with it, either Name or Thing, 
till Ruffinus aud St. Auguſt. both within the Fifth Cen- 
tuty. Nay | | 


yo Arine himſelf in Epiphan. Adv. Her, l. 2. Tom. 2. 
Her. 69. Nim. 7. juſtifies his DoQtin, in that it was 
not contradiQory to that Creed there laid down, which 


| he had received from his Anceſtors, and from Alex- 


andey Biſhop of Alexandria; and can we think he 
would not: much rather have pleaded, that his Doarin 
was not contradict y to the Apoſtolick Creed, had they 
then known or- believed any fach thing 2 Which things 


' together are to me as cogent as a demonſtration, thar 


the World then knew no Creed under the Apoltles 
Name. 


It was indeed after- ſome Ages aſcribed tor the 
Apoſtles, as many things were , whoſe. Authors and 
Origin were not known; and likewife becanſe whar 


| It- doth- contain is agreeable to the Apoſtles Doarin ; 


ſo Epiphan. Tom, 2. Ancorat., Num. 120. faith of the 


| Nicene Creed, Avnu wigs mpidodm Sn; quy dyioy SW bay, 
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this Faith was delivered us by the holy Apoſtles, and- 
was confirmed by. above [Three hundred and ten Biſhops. 


Now-this.-Rubrick gives a mighty advantage to the 
Socinjans, who plead, that as our Church aſcribes this 
Creed to the Apbltles, ſo it ſuits none but the Unira- 
rian Doftrin, as aſſerting the Divinity. of: the Father 
only; and many of -our own Writers affirm, that it. 
contains -all the Credenda neceſlary to Salvation, as the 
Decalogue doth the Azends : Whence it follows, either 


1. That the Dodcrin of 'Chriſts Divinity was not 
' known in the Apoſtles time: Or, 


2. That the Apoſtles have given us an imperfe& Rule. 
of Faith: Or, | 


3., That the Belief of this DoArin.is not neceſlary . 
to-Salvation. | 


Whence we muſt either deny this Creed to be theirs, 
and. therehy ſet up our private light in oppoſition to. 
the Church,..and thence: fall under that laſh which we 
have laid upon Dillenters 3 or grant, that this Apoſtoli--. 
cal Rule is wanting in- ſome things neceſſary to Salva-- 
tion; or elſe yield, that this. Doarin (if true) is yet. 
of no ſuch moment. All which abſurdities, will be a- 
voided only by intituling itthe Creed, Commonly called . 
| the ApoRtles, _ | 

Moreover, it is the obſervation of the Learned. Bi- : 
ſhop of Worceſter in his Iren. that [lzezhors'Amibauy js 
ſuch a Tradition as came. certainly from ſome Apoſtle ; 
but Iago *Amemiiani js only ſome antient. Traditi--. 
on, that came from. ſom2- Apoſtle or Apoſtolick- Man. 
And what is true of @>#f's may be .as true of a/uCeacr, | 
and.yet in our Copies it is wv@ufovy wr 'Amanw.. Soin. 
Dr; Duports Verſion ,. and in our. Rubrick it . is the, 

| Apoſe les, 
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Apoſtles, not ' the Apoſtolick: - . Which Obſervation  * 
' ſpeaks this Alteration the more neceſlary, becauſe here- 
by we ſeem to ſpeak it not an antient Creed colleFed 
out of the Apoſtles Writings, but -a Creed compoſed 
by the Apoſtles thenrſelves. £5 | 


Therefore if the honor and judgment of- onr Church, ]..__ 
if the checking a growing Hereſie, which hath lately ; 
gained ground by this very Plea, is worth the care of © 
a Convocation, -then it muſt be worth their care to 
make this Alteration, becauſe this one particular doth” - 
wound the Church, and adyance an Hereſie at once. : 


wy * 


2: The Creed of St. Athanaſius.” - 


This is indeed amongſt his works; but our' Dr. :Cave, 

whos :ſo curiouſly skilled in theſe monuments of anti- 
ent-Lezyning, ſpeaks it ſuppoſititious. D« Pi faith, that 
ſome: aſcribe it to: one, ſome to another, but ' Tout le © 
monde convient qu'il neſt _ 'de ce Pere; all: Mankind 
agree, that it is none of that Fathers. St. Hilary be- 
fore quoted, who was the great Champion againſt Arj- 
aniſm in the- Latin Ghurch', as Athanaſius was in the* © 
Greek, tho*-he gives: us other Creeds touching ' this - 
Controverſie, yet, never mentions this, nor-do we any 
where: find it; for a long time-after. Arhanaſine. - + | 


= 


Indeed, Bellar. de Script. Eccleſ. faith, that St. Auguſt.  - 
' Traft. in Pſal. 120. hath theſe words, viz. Filius Dei a © 
Patre ſolo eft,, nen faftus, nec creatus, ſed genitus. Whence 
he concludes, that St. Augyſtiz muſthave ſeen this Creed ;' 
and Labbey is pleaſed very much to follow him. - But 
theſe words are not to be found together in St. 4uguſtin, 
and thoſe parts he hath are no more than what we find 
in the genuine works of Athanaſins, as in his Epiſtles 
ad Serap. from whence St. Auguitin might have what we: 
find in him, as well as out of this Creed, had it been 
then in being., Ergo: there is no weight- or proof 
| tn 
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- in what Bellormine- and Labbey ſay upon this Argy- 


Pofſics ſaith , It did not appear in the World till 
about the Year One thouſand , above Three hundred 
Years after the Death of Arhanaſins, and yet was then 
recknned the work of an uncertain Author. But Ba- 
£075 hath a. trick for this, indeavouring ta perfwade 
that it was a long time! loſt. But, when; fuch things 
have happened, we find the names of thoſe Tracts. or 
Fragments' of ?em in antient Authors, before they were 
loſtz as in Clemens Rom, Iren: Epiſt.. Fc. whence. the 
World have known there were ſuch things Wrote, 
tno? they. could not find em 3 but we never meet with 
the name, or any certain Fragments of this Creed in 
that Ag: or the next to it, in which' Athanaſau did 
live; therefore. what Baroniza Blith in; this Caſe is- bur 
2 groundleſs preſumption, and: (like that of Bellermine - 
and Labbey but now mentioned) proves nothing, unleſs 
that it is cake to.confute a Jeſuit. 


And certaialy- by. this time it appfrags bighly- reafon« 
able to Alter this Rubrick, eſpecially ſince that before. 
this, Creed ſeems doubtful-in this matter-; whence botly 
Rubricks. laid together, ſeems to- ſpeak. the Chorch 
fickle and_uncextaiy in, her judgment , and that even 
in a Caſe too clear to admit a Scruple. 


3. As'to the Damnatory Sentefice in this Creed, this 
Pamphlet will not have it reſtrained to the Proceſſion 
of the holy Ghoſt, or to any particular Article, but to: - 
reſpe&t the whole, and conſequently not to: affect the 
Greek Church; this is a point which I will not. grant; 
him, nor at preſent deny ; becauſe if we ſuppoſe . what 
he faith, I have yet enough to my purpoſe, ſince it is: 
generally!taken otherwiſe, and many are extreamly ſcan» 
dalized at it; therefore it is neceflary for the:Chnrch' 
to omit this Creed, or elſe to Alter or . explain 

this 
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this ſentence, that ſo Some- may not be affrighted fron us;. 
and others be enabled to meet together with one mind, 
as well as in one place. 


Since the finiſhing this Piece, there is publiſhed a 
Book Intituled, Remarks on Two Letters ; the Author hath 
too much Reaſon to miſtake the Caſe, and had he as 
much Sincerity, he would not have Miſrepeſented it : 
How far he is guilty this way, will appear from this 
TraQt, as well as whit hath been already done by ano- 
ther hand. | 


FINES 


